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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Our PLT reviewed the 7th grade ELA curriculum in the light of the PARCC tests, implemented new lessons to support 
student learning, and helped students to identify their strengths as writers and readers. Findings from our project led to 
new ideas about how we teach writing across grades and departments, and will inform continued 7th grade curriculum 
development. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
We will review and create curriculum to increase student preparedness for the PARCC Prose Constructed Response 
(PCR) items. 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
1. Review PARCC exemplars, PARCC practice tests, and other administrative documents and assess existing 

curriculum. 
 
2.  Write new curriculum: overview of the PARCC test, test-taking strategies practice and general information materials; 
individual lessons on reading comprehension and answering multiple choice questions; practice writing literary analysis 
essays; writing a point of view essay; writing an essay drawing from different sources of information.  
 
3. Design self-assessments to help students identify skills they had learned (or needed to improve) that would be helpful 
for attacking PARCC prompts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Findings  

 
We determined that the 7

th
 grade curriculum already addressed many of the skills PARCC required including literary 

analysis, reading comprehension skills, and narrative writing.  
 
After hearing about some of the work in one of the math PLT’s on student self-assessment, we agreed to try to help 



students to feel more comfortable on the new test by guiding them to recognize the skills they already had so they could 
transfer them to the test. We gave students a general overview of the test. 
 
At the same time, we decided we could help students prepare specifically for the Prose Constructed Responses (PCRs) 
instead of the MCAS long composition by modifying some of the existing assessments and shifting the study of literary 
elements to units taught earlier in the year.  In this discussion, we talked about ways to create more opportunities for 
students to write timed pieces and for them to write multi-paragraph essays.  

Curriculum adjustments and supports for students based on our findings: 

To help students prepare for the PCRs we researched and created secondary sources, and we created tasks sheets, 
graphic organizers, rubrics and reflections for 

● Point of View Narrative Assignment 
● Theme and Literary analysis assignments 
● “My Papa’s Waltz” essay on tone, using multiple sources 
● Multiple choice comprehension questions 

To support general test-taking preparation we… 

● created PARCC overview presentation 
● reviewed format of test and testing directions 
● gave students sections of PARCC practice tests 
● reviewed, answered, and highlighted test-taking strategies -- POE, rewriting the question 

To help students to recognize their strengths as writers and transfer skills, we… 
● administered self-assessments after written assignments designed with PARCC preparation in mind 
● video-taped post-PARCC interviews with a small group of students 

 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

● Next year, the 7
th
 grade curriculum should include a literary analysis task that asks students to compare/contrast two 

texts. 

● Students should be exposed to two-part multiple choice questions earlier in the year and throughout the year. 

● Students need a specific vocabulary to talk about writer’s craft, across genres (including science texts). We want to 
have further conversations, possibly across grades, about what vocabulary is most appropriate and identify ways to 
deliver this aspect of curriculum. 

● If students need to be able to read like writers, they should also be WRITING like them. Assigning literary analysis 
papers is not the only way to make them better writers. 

● We would like to continue to build effective instructional strategies for teaching close reading.  

 

 


